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SYNOPSIS
When the air-conditioners in the city of Luanda 
mysteriously began to fall, Matacedo (security 
guard) and Zezinha (maid) embarked on a 
mission to retrieve the boss’s AC by the end of 
the day.



Fradique

DIRECTOR’S
NOTE

A reminder that our city is made up of people, memories and not 
empty, glazed skyscrapers, inspired by soap operas or American 
films. 

This movie is about buildings and all the “transparent people” who 
work and build their lives in them everyday. 
I grew up and lived in different ancient buildings in central Luanda. 
Matacedo is a character that embodies and reflects the state of 
inertia and, at the same time, of hope, pertaining to the vertical 
dystopias in which we live. In these buildings, each person dreams 
of the house they want and scramble for the memories they don’t 
have. 

In these buildings, the elevators are made of bricks and trees grow 
out of the walls - our neorealism is pure magic. My desire is that 
the film may now join the fallen air conditioners and be part of the 
living memory of this city. 







Air Conditioner is the first Geração 80’s fiction feature film. The film crew 
moved into the building with an open script, three main actors and a team 
with the dexterity to adapt and learn from the contingencies provided by the 
scenario, the residents and the unforeseen circumstances.
 
Filmed mostly using the natural light of Luanda during its coldest and grayest 
season, Cacimbo, the film privileges the characters and the context over the 
traditional narrative. The long sequence shots make us delve into the routine 
and inner world of Matacedo, without relinquishing our reality’s preciousness 
of detail. Every corner of the building wants to be contemplated and heard. 
The sonic chaos that characterize the city and Matacedo’s semi-deafness 
act as the story’s thread. The film unveils a city with its back turned to its 
inhabitants, the very same ones who keep it alive through their daily, invisible 
work, the stubborn concoction of a day-to-day life that defies confinement, 
abandonment and oblivion.

Air Conditioner comes from the urge of making more fiction cinema in Angola. 
It’s a film which has been written, produced, filmed, and edited entirely in 
Angola. It reasserts Geração 80’s commitment to author-independent 
cinema and serves as a reminder that cinema in Angola is alive - it has to 
be seen, it has to be debated, it has to be supported. Just as important as 
documenting the memories of our schizophrenic reality, hindered by trauma 
of a long lasting civil war, is the ability and freedom to create artistically.

ABOUT 
THE 
MOVIE





CAST

José Kiteculo
Matacedo

Filomena Manuel
Zezinha

David Caracol
Kota Mino

José Kiteculo was born in Kwanza Sul in 1977. 
He is a musician, journalist and works in various 
areas of the audiovisual media as production 
director, director and, more recently, as an actor. 
After performing some supporting roles, “Air 
Conditioner” is his film debut as a protagonist. 
He has worked as production director for several 
short films by José A. Satanha and for the feature 
film “A Doutrina” by António Correia Fofartes. 

He is a member of the Association of Cinema 
and Audiovisual Professionals (APROCIMA), 
the Association of Christian Musicians of 
Angola (ASSOMUSIC), the Union of Artists and 
Composers (UNAC) and is accredited by the 
Angolan Institute of Cinema and Audiovisual 
(IACA).







It is in one of these buildings located on Rainha Ginga Street, in one 
of Mutamba’s avenues at the heart of Luanda, that the narrative 
unfolds. Just like Matacedo and Zezinha, the building is also a main 
character with all its ramifications and infiltrations.  

Like many other buildings from the 1950s, during the colonial period, 
ours is now worn out by time, history, individual salvation. In it, the 
cramped rooms, designed for one occupant only, have been 
reconfigured to house whole families, the remaining part of the 
terrace that is still unoccupied by makeshift rooms has become 
a football field where children play between the clothes left out to 
dry and the back yards were converted into repositories of power 
generators, water tanks and pumps, tangled pipes and electrical 
wires which, on its own, put together a scenario - real, unreal, surreal 
- ready to film. You risk crumbling, yes! but they carry a part of us, a 
sample of our society, dictate the pulse of this city and force us, albeit 
unwillingly, to live together.

This film is one of many reflections on the city of Luanda, object 
of unplanned urban sprawl, the result of a civil war that lasted 
nearly three decades that led a forced exodus into the capital. 
Rampant growth has left profound sequels not only in buildings, but 
fundamentally in people. It is this urban contemporary reality, so well 
portrayed in books like Ondjaki’s Transparent or Cafuxi’s pictures, to 
whom we owe all the photos in this press kit and in the opening credits 
of the film, which we invite you to discover.  

THE 
BUILDING







Fradique

WRITER AND DIRECTOR
Fradique is one of the most talented and expressive 
voices in the Angolan contemporary cinema. 
He graduated in Cinema in the U.S and is one of the 
founders of the production company Geração 80. Among 
the few films he directed are the short film “Alambamento” 
(2010) and the documentary “Independence” (2015) the 
film was screened at several international film festivals 
and won the Angola’s National Culture Prize for Cinema. It 
was recognised as a remarkable step towards recovering 
Angola’s collective memory. In addition, he has directed 
arthouse music videos for Angolan artists such as Nástio 
Mosquito and Aline Frazão. He’s a Berlinale Talent and a 
Realness Screenwriting Residency alumni. 

Currently, he’s just finished his first fiction film, “Air 
Conditioner” (2020), that will premiere at Rotterdam 
International Film Festival in 2020, while at the same time 
he’s developing his next feature film “The Kingdom of 
Casuarinas” (2022).

CREW
Jorge 
Cohen

PRODUCER
Jorge Cohen is the manager and co-founder of Geração 
80. He has been working as a producer for over 10 years, 
“Air-Conditioner” (2020) being his latest feature film. 
He produced the documentary “Independência” (2015), 
awarded with the Angolan National Culture Prize and 
screened in several international festivals, co-produced 
the documentaries “El Último País” (2017): “Afripedia 
x Angola” (2014) and “Triângulo” (2013). Jorge holds 
a master’s degree in Global Creative and Cultural 
Industries from SOAS, University of London (2018) and 
MSc in Business and Administration by the Universidade 
Católica Lisbon School of Business and Economics (2009). 

Jorge has been selected for the EAVE Producers 
Workshop 2019 and is on the Advisory Board of the ERC-
funded African Screen Worlds: Decolonising Film and 
Screen Studies project.





Ery 
Claver

WRITER AND DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY
“Ery Claver is one of the most versatile filmmakers in 
Angola. He began his career as a cameraman, working 
on numerous television programs and documentaries 
at Semba Comunicação. In 2013 he joined Generation 
80 and deepened his style as Director of Photography 
working on the short films “Concrete Affection - Zopo 
Lady” (2014), and “Havemos de Voltar” (2017) directed by 
Kiluanji Kia Henda. 

As a director, Ery has signed several short films. His latest 
work, “Lúcia no céu com semáforos” (2018), co-directed by 
Gretel Marín, has been screened at several international 
festivals, including Clermont-Ferrand and VIDEOEX in 
Zurich, FCAT - Tarifa - Tangier. In 2016, along with other 
artists, Ery started an annual collective exhibition called 
“Fucking Globo”, considered one of the most irreverent 
artistic interventions in Angola. “

CREW
Prudenciana 
Hach

ART AND PRODUCTION DIRECTOR
Prudenciana Ndayola Hach was born in Cunene. 
Creative, curious, self-taught and always ready to 
embrace new challenges, she is often called a Swiss 
Army knife for its versatility. Bachelor of Architecture and 
Urbanism, formerly Director of Fashion Creation for Textile 
Factory, National Director of the Institute for Industrial 
Development of Angola, she is currently a producer at 
Geração 80 productions, while performing activities in 
art, costume and make-up.





Aline  
Frazão

COMPOSER
Aline Frazão (1988) was born in Luanda. She is a singer, 
songwriter and producer. Aline has four albums of 
originals edited so far. Her debut album, “Clave Bantu”, 
was released in 2011 and began her national and 
international career. This was followed by “Movimento” in 
2013, “Insular” in 2015 and “Dentro da Chuva”, published 
in 2018. 

Aline Frazão is one of the most prolific authors of her 
generation, often acting in various stages both in Angola. 
beyond borders. The air conditioning soundtrack is her 
first film-related musical experience.

CREW



Geração 80 is an independent production company founded 
in 2010 in Luanda, focused on author cinema in a variety of 
formats and with an wide experience in the audiovisual sector 
in Angola. Produces and distributes its works, either in a classic 
or guerrilla way. Cinema only happens when shared. Its films 
have screened at various international film festivals. 

Geração 80 has been one of the main entry points for local 
production and international co-productions in Angola. We 
are inspired by the cinema of our continent, we want to put 
Angola on the map of African and world cinema.

BIOGRAPHY
Geração 80

WWW.GERACAO-80.COM INSTAGRAM @GERACAO80 | TWITTER @_GERACAO80 | FACEBOOK @GERAÇÃO 80
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